For 25 years, the Capital Challenge Horse Show (CCHS) has been the
home of truly outstanding hunter performances. The show has
become a highlight of every hunter rider’s year as its Challenge
classes, North American Green Hunter Championship and WCHR Pro
Finals, along with the year-end awards and equitation finals, provide
opportunities for horses and riders at all levels to shine. This year’s
show runs from September 28 - October 7 at the Prince George’s
Equestrian Center in Upper Marlboro, MD.

20 Y(*m's of Memorable Moments at
the Capital Challenge Horse Show

apital Challenge has been the scene of some

remarkable moments in the sport, with horses

like the legendary Rox Dene and Elizabeth Solter

winning the WCHR Pro Challenge in 1996, and

two rounds in the regular working hunters—Rick

Fancher riding Osczar in 1997 and Shachine Belle
on In Disguise in 2003 —that scored a perfect 100.

“It’s hard to believe it’s already been 25 years since we first
started Capital Challenge,” said Oliver Kennedy, the show
manager and co-founder. “It’s really grown into something
special, and we're proud to now host so many year-end finals
and championships along with what have become highly
competitive hunter, jumper, and equitation divisions.”

Riders compete all year to earn points at select WCHR shows in
order to qualify for the Challenge classes at Capital Challenge,
which are offered for professional, developing professional,
amateur-owner, junior, adult amateur, children’s and pony
riders. The WCHR Professional Finals provide a unique ride-
off format for qualified pro riders, and the Developing Pro
Challenge and North American Green Hunter Championship
give future stars a moment in the spotlight.

'This year, in a nod to the show’s 25th anniversary, Capital
Challenge is adding $1,000 for each of the show’s 25 years to
the prize money for the WCHR Pro Challenge class to bring the
total from $25,000 to $50,000 thanks to the support of sponsors
the Gochman Family and Radwanski Enterprises.

The BigEq.com Equitation Weekend begins on Friday,
September 28, with the return of the United States Hunter
Jumper Association (USHJA) 3’3” Jumping Seat Medal

Final - East, newly launched in 2017 and held for the second

consecutive year at Capital Challenge, and continues with the
Palm Beach International Academy North American Junior
Equitation Championships, the North American Adult Amateur
Equitation Championships, and the Taylor Harris Insurance
Services (THIS) National Children’s Medal Finals.

Beginning on Monday, October 1, the Capital Challenge
Horse Show will again host the nation’s best hunter horses and
riders for hunter division competition and the WCHR Hunter
Challenges for amateurs, adults, juniors, children, ponies,
professionals, and developing professionals.

'This year’s $5,000 WCHR Developing Pro Challenge, sponsored
by The John R. Ingram Fund, and the $50,000 WCHR
Professional Challenge, sponsored by the Gochman Family,
will be held on Wednesday, October 3. The top hunter riders in
the country will also go head-to-head in the $10,000 WCHR
Professional Finals on Friday, October 5, following the Ariat
National Adult Medal Final that afternoon.

'The up-and-coming stars of hunter sport appear in the $25,000
3’and 3'3” Green Hunter North American Championship,
sponsored by the Wheeler Family, on the afternoon of
Wednesday, October 3.

In the jumper divisions, featured classes include the $10,000
North American 1.30-1.35m Medium Junior/ Amateur-Owner
Jumper Classic, the $10,000 1.20-1.25m Low Junior/Amateur-
Jumper division the $10,000 1.10m Adult Amateur Jumper
Classic, and the $10,000 1.10-m Children’s Jumper Classic.

As the Capital Challenge celebrates its 25th anniversary this
year, we took a look back at some of the memorable moments
of years before. B BY MOLLY SORGE, JUMP MEDIA
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1. IN 2001, MANDY TOSH RODE WHOVILLE
TO THE TOP OF THE WCHR ADULT AMATEUR
CHALLENGE. PHOTO COURTESY OF CAPITAL
CHALLENGE HORSE SHOW.

2. DAWN FOGEL AND HER OSCZAR CAPTURED
MANY BLUE RIBBONS AT CAPITAL CHALLENGE,
INCLUDING IN 2000. PHOTO BY O'NEILL'S.

3. IN 2003, SHACHINE BELLE AND IN DISGUISE
EARNED A PERFECT SCORE OF 100 WHILE
COMPETING IN THE REGULAR WORKING
HUNTER DIVISION. IT EARNED THEM THE
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DERBYDOWN PERPETUAL TROPHY FOR THE
HIGHEST-SCORING HUNTER ROUND, WHICH
THEY WON AGAIN IN 2004. PHOTO COURTESY
OF CAPITAL CHALLENGE HORSE SHOW.

4. THE WIN IN THE HANDY HUNTER
CHALLENGE IN 2011 WENT TO STARS GO
BLUE AND SHAWN CASADY. PHOTO BY SHAWN
MCMILLEN PHOTOGRAPHY.

5. HAVENS SCHATT TOPPED THE WCHR PRO
FINALS IN 1995, THE SECOND YEAR THE
CLASS WAS OFFERED. PHOTO BY O'NEILL'S.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CAPITAL CHALLENGE
HORSE SHOW.

6. CAROLINE MORAN RODE SAINT NICK TO

THE BLUE IN THE WCHR AMATEUR-OWNER

CHALLENGE IN 2002. PHOTO COURTESY OF
CAPITAL CHALLENGE HORSE SHOW.

7. IN HER FIRST YEAR AS A PROFESSIONAL
RIDER, MELISSA FELLER WON THE WCHR
EMERGING PRO CHALLENGE IN 2012 RIDING
SERAFINO. PHOTO BY JENNIFER WOOD MEDIA

8. JOHN FRENCH RODE SMALL AFFAIR TO THE
BLUE IN THE WCHR PRO CHALLENGE THREE
TIMES—IN 2010, 2011 AND 2013. PHOTO BY
JENNIFER WOOD MEDIA.

9. TRACEY WEINBERG (CENTER) AND SAN
SIRO WON THE WCHR AMATEUR-OWNER
CHALLENGE IN 2001. FELLOW AMATEUR
RIDER BETTY OARE (LEFT) PRESENTED THE
TROPHY TO WEINBERG AND HER TRAINER,
TONY WORKMAN (RIGHT). PHOTO COURTESY
OF CAPITAL CHALLENGE HORSE SHOW.

10. PETER PLETCHER TOPPED THE WCHR
PRO CHALLENGE IN 2012 RIDING BECKY
GOCHMAN'S SAMBALINO. PHOTO BY SHAWN
MCMILLEN PHOTOGRAPHY.
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